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(Pushing Augmentative Communication Further)
P.A.C.F is a newsletter that has been designed by a small group of Speech-Language Pathologists in the San Diego area.  The vision of the newsletter is to seek to inform the public about Alternative Augmentative Communication, share ideas about AAC with other Speech Pathologists and AAC users around the world, and most importantly become the #1 advocate for unrestrictive funding for all AAC devices.   
Interested in Joining the P.A.C.F Mailing List?
P.A.C.F will be published on a bi-monthly basis.  The next publication will hit the mailboxes in September.  The subscription price for the newsletter is $25 per year.  If you are interested in signing up for a subscription, please log onto:  http://www.pacfnewsletter.org/ and click on the “Subscription” link.  You will be asked to provide your name, mailing address, phone number, and method of payment.  If you have any questions, please email:  pacfhelp@pacfnewsletter.org/ or phone 888.925.0300 ext. 2120.    
First Annual P.A.C.F Fall Festival
The staff at P.A.C.F has already begun planning what we hope will become an annual event. Here at P.A.C.F, we believe that community activities are the best way to inform people about AAC. The fall festival will be a time of games, fun, food, and laughter. Best of all:  IT’S FREE!  Be sure to bring plenty of neighbors and friends along!  You won’t want to miss it!  
When:  20 September 2002 @ 6:30 pm

Where:  The San Diego Civic Center
Who:  All AAC users, family, friends, and SLP’s
Personal CorneR
It is our desire here at P.A.C.F to form a section in our newsletter that is reserved solely for the writings of our readers.  These writings could include, but not limited to journal entries, letters, poems, essays, and comments.  If you are interested in submitting a writing for the newsletter, please mail to:  
P.A.C.F Personal Corner

12020 La Jolla Drive Box 9229

San Diego, CA 21312-9229

We regret that writings cannot be returned.  Please make sure you have the original copy of your work.  We will notify you by phone if your work is to be published.  

The Fight for Funding
Our goal for the future of AAC is to see 100% unrestricted funding for all AAC devices.  There are some agencies which choose to cover certain types of devices, but it is our belief that all devices should be covered regardless of type or model.  We believe that we can achieve this goal, but not without much hard work.  A large portion of the upcoming issues will be devoted to advocacy measures that we will be taking to bring us closer to the goal.  There are many things that our readers can do to help us, too.  We will also be posting lists of areas in which our readers can be actively involved.  Please stay tuned……..
“Contact Your Congressmen Day”

P.A.C.F is designating 30 August 2002 as “CYC DAY.”  Our goal is to flood our Congressmen and women with letters about funding for AAC devices.  We know that AAC is taken for granted by those who are not familiar with it.  Our goal is to heighten the awareness of our leaders in hopes that funding bills may become a reality.  All who are able should write a letter stating their stance on funding of AAC devices, and proceed to ask their Congressmen to thoughtfully consider supporting a funding bill.  If you have access to our website, you will find a link labeled “CONGRESSMEN”.  Here you will find a comprehensive list of US Congressmen along with their address.  Help us make a difference in the lives of those who desperately need AAC devices.   
Join the “R.E.D” Community
The staff at P.A.C.F is anxious to start a new community known as “R.E.D” (Racially and Ethnically Diverse).  It is our belief that the AAC community needs to include more racially and ethnically diverse professionals and users. (Moore, 2000).    Our vision is to a create a group of professionals and users who are interested in sharing their culture, and learning about cultures other than their own.  If you know an AAC user or professional who might be interested in this rare opportunity, have them call our office:   888.925.0300 ext. 2120 or email us at:  PACF@PACFNewsletter.org  
Miscellaneous Matters

The staff at P.A.C.F would like to thank our readers, future and present, for their patience while we perfect this newsletter.  We promise that the newsletters to follow will contain more content.  The purpose of this newsletter is to orient our readers with who we are, what we stand for, and most importantly, share our love and vision for AAC.  We gladly welcome comments, both affirmative and negative.  It is our desire to publish a newsletter that is held in high esteem both by the AAC community and the general public.  
Secondly, we would like to introduce you to our growing staff here at P.A.C.F. : 

Chief Editor:  Adriana Spilkry

Assistant Editor:  Dayton Commestere

Production Chief:  Seymore Prascola

Contributing SLP’s:

     Markesa Rollins

     Molly Yafry

     Savannah Artoka

     Ellie Emerson

     Catriana Prutesta
     Brinkley Bartosa

                              Pushing Augmentative Communication Further (P.A.C.F)
12020 La Jolla Drive Suite 9229

San Diego, California 21312-9229

888.925.0300 ext. 2120
PACF@PACFNewsletter.org 
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